Technology evaluation: desmoteplase, PAION/Forest.
PAION GmbH, under license from Schering AG, is developing desmoteplase, a recombinant form of the anticlotting salivary plasminogen activator of the vampire bat Desmodus rotundus (DSPAalpha-1), for the potential treatment of acute ischemic stroke. The drug is currently undergoing phase II clinical trials.